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California Fire Chiefs’ Association 
ADMINISTRATIVE FIRE SERVICES SECTION 

NORTHERN DIVISION 
MINUTES 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES 
Friday, September 19, 2003 

 

 
LOCATION: The meeting was held at the Ross Valley Fire Protection District, hosted by JoAnne Lewis.  

ATTENDANCE: 
Carol Abraham 
Sandy Basso 
Linda Benson 
Sue Beville, Corr. Sec. 
Karen Byrne 
Mike Groshong, Liaison Chief 
Linda Harlow 
Donna Heymans 

Shari Holmstrom, Treasurer 
Dolores Jacquez 
Suzy Kees 
Melissa Kositzin, Rec. Sec. 
JoAnne Lewis, 2nd VP 
Rita Lockett 
Nancy McQuilkin 
Nancy Roberts 

Linda Rosedahl 
Barbara Safford, President 
Marne Schreiber 
Debra Thompson 
Linda White 
 

CALL TO ORDER: President Safford called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m., which was followed by 
the pledge of allegiance outside. 
 
President Safford welcomed the members, including new members, and self-introductions were given.  
 
Chief Groshong welcomed the members to Ross Valley FPD Station 20 and introduced their JPA's 
Executive Officer, who has been on the job for just a week.  

GUEST SPEAKER Captain Dave Stasiowski and Captain Brian McCarthy conducted a demonstration 
and hands-on training with Ross Valley FPD's new Mobile Live Fire Trailer.  

Meeting recessed at 11:40 a.m. for lunch. 

During the recess, committees met to discuss topics, followed by lunch and the opportunity drawing. 

Meeting reconvened at 12:45 p.m. hours. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:   
Workshop: No report. President Safford reported she spoke to the Southern Division's coordinators who 
reported 58 are registered now. The break-even point is 82.   

Budget: Discussed under presentation items, below.  

Bylaws:  Linda Benson reported that the bylaws update will be discussed further at the Joint E-Board 
meeting in October, and will go to the General Membership either in December or March.  

Education & Training: Carol Abraham welcomed new member Suzy Kees to the E/T committee. Carol 
will follow up with Ron Coleman regarding the status of the Professional Recognition Program.  

Historical: No report. 

Hotlinks: Debra Thompson invited any with a Hotlinks item to feel free to email it. Linda Harlow 
commended Debra for a great job on the last issue.  Debra noted the next Hotlinks deadline falls during 
the Workshop. There followed a discussion whether the deadline should be adjusted to have the 
Hotlinks available during Workshop or published following the Workshop. M/S/C Debra Thompson/Sue 
Beville to move the deadline to October 15th.  
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Meeting Coordinator: Linda Harlow reported locations are set for 2004. Linda also reported she might 
have someone willing to help when Linda joins the E-Board; Marites Bustos from the City of Newark FD 
is considering the position. 

Membership: Donna Heymans reported that to date there are 16 new members, but 7 have left due to 
change in employment or too many members in one department (budget issues). Several members are 
late in paying dues; she and Marne have been making calls.  She is holding the directory until the late 
renewals are paid. She is working on getting the directory on the web page. Consensus to continue 
with the hard copy of the directory as well. Following a question from Sue Beville, consensus the 
membership database is open to all members. Treasurer Shari Holmstrom noted she needs a 
membership number to pay CalChiefs $10 per member from last year as of July 1. Every July 1 we pay 
$10 x # and will have to attach a list of members. President Safford suggested the Northern Division pay 
the 03-04 dues and hold 02-03 dues payment until requested by Cal Chiefs. Following discussion 
regarding the logistics of having an accurate list to send the dues to CalChiefs, consensus to send the 
dues as of January each year. President Safford will relay that decision to CalChiefs.  

Sunshine: Linda Rosedahl said she has nothing to report. Call her if you need to send a card.  

Ways & Means: Dolores Jacquez reported the new logo pin is done, but was not ready by this meeting. It 
will be done for the Workshop. Dolores also reported she will not be going to the Workshop and needs 
help with sales. The Historical Committee Coordinators have said they will help. There followed a short 
discussion concerning the logistics of getting the inventory to the Workshop. Linda Harlow will 
transport the shirts. Sue Beville will bring the pins.   

Website: No report. President Safford noted the site is developing and looks great being kept updated.  

BUSINESS MEETING 
The business meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Additions to Agenda: None. M/S/C Shari Holmstrom/Nancy Roberts to approve the agenda as 
presented.  
 
Consent Agenda: M/S/C Nancy McQuilkin/Debra Thompson to approve the consent agenda as shown.  
 
California Fire Chiefs Association -- Section Chief Report: President Safford reported that Chief 
Groshong had to leave for work, but next week is the Annual Conference for CFCA. The Conference is 
Monday through Tuesday, with an added terrorism component Wednesday through Thursday which 
sheriff and police departments are also attending. CFCA is expecting 300 to attend.  
 
President's Report: President Safford had no formal report, but shared with the membership how 
wonderful it has been to be president for the last four years. It has been easy and fun, and she has 
made so many new wonderful friends. She is really most appreciative of the support and looks forward 
to the leadership of Shawn Crawford and the other E-Board members. She will sit on the E-Board as 
past president and will help, including arranging for the continued use of the Sac Metro facility for E-
Board meetings. In response to a suggestion from Shari Holmstrom, President Safford will have a chat 
with Ron Coleman during the CFCA Conference regarding the status of the Professional Recognition 
Program.  
 
Action Items: 
None. 
 
Presentation Items:  
 

A. Member of the Year – Donna Heymans reported the nomination form was sent to everyone with 
the renewal invoice and is available on the website. If you have not already filled one out, please 
turn one in. The E-Board will review at the October meeting and the award presented at the 
December meeting. The award includes $200 to the member's charity of choice. President 
Safford reminded the membership that the members of the E-Board are not eligible and cannot 
nominate anyone else.  
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B. Audit – Treasurer Shari Holmstrom reported that committee members Linda Benson and Gail 
Fullerton came to Georgetown and spent the day with her reviewing the Division's books. They 
have prepared a report (distributed at meeting). The By Laws require an internal audit every two 
years, so we are right on schedule. Linda Benson gave an overview of their written report. All 
funds are now at Bank of America so a change in treasurer will not necessitate a change in 
banks. Some of the findings and recommendations in the report have already been implemented. 
Treasurer Holmstrom is doing an excellent job.  

 
C. 3-Day Training Conference – Carol Abraham reported 36 have signed up. We had to have at least 

30 and can go to 50. The E/T Committee is sending a list of subjects to CFCA Executive Director 
Malmquist for instructors. Shari Holmstrom suggested the '97 binder be shared with him. Carol 
reported she is not sure he has it, and is also not sure Ron Coleman has chatted with John 
Malmquist regarding the course. The '97 reviews showed that the good evaluations were due to 
Ron Coleman being on the panel of instructors.  

ROUNDTABLE  
 
Linda Harlow – Didn’t attend June meeting due to an injury that morning. Wants to say thanks to all for 
the “prompt” card, but publicly thank one person. Carol Abraham was her guardian angel; got her home 
safely and packed the car. Also thanks to Joyce Engler and her paramedics. She is so glad to be a part 
of the fire family; it was amazing how all stepped up to help.  
 
Nancy McQuilkin – Thanks to JoAnne Lewis for being a wonderful hostess. There followed a round of 
applause for the cooks and the trainers.  
 
Stacy Kees – This is going to be fun. She is looking forward to getting to know everyone. 
  
Sue Beville – Add to October E-Board agenda an item regarding lifetime member badges.   
 
ADJOURNMENT:  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:20 p.m. 

Next General Membership meeting is scheduled for December 5, 2003 at Lodi Fire Department 

Respectfully submitted, 

Melissa Kositzin, Recording Secretary 


